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pies of Eesistance and Non-Eesistance to evil, just as there is none
between Egoism and Altruism. They are only two stages in Evolution.
Duties, says the Gita, must be performed by us in a spirit of complete
selflessness, with the fact ever present to our mind that the good of
all is our own good. Duties, begun on the lower rungs of the ladder
may go on expanding, and embracing what are generally known as
the duties of citizenship and patriotism, and eventually duties to the
entire humanity and to all other beings, the principle of abJieda being
the truth underlying them all.
Even a whole nation can become a model nation, if this principle
of abheda were rightly apprehended and correctly reduced into practice.
The individualism and self-seeking, which, the present materialistic
age unfortunately fosters, must give way before a life of altruism;
men under proper culture must begin to feel that each one lives not
for himself but for the common good, their sense of egoism must become
so far enlarged that the interest of the majority may become the
interest of each one mdividually. In such a case, the people would
identify themselves with. their king, merging their will in the will of
their monarch, and ascribing their virtues to the virtue of the king.
The king, on the other hand, would realise the nation, as it were, within
himself, as a company of souls grouped with. mutual bonds into an
ordered host, for the higher purposes of divine economy.
Nor is this a mere fanciful picture of an ideal nation, impossible
of actual realisation. History has furnished u-s even recently an
excellent illustration of such. a nation in the Japanese people.
It is interesting in this connexion to notice the observations1 of
Professor Anesaki of the Imperial University of Japan, who, after
referring to the precepts of his spiritual teachers, enjoining altruism
and the sacrifice of every thing to the DJiarma, remarks :—
<( These were no mere teachings, but the morality inculcated by tliem
has tuned tlie actual Ufe so deeply, that self-sacrifice for the sake of
one's ideal has become the spirit of our national life. Applied to the
morality of the warrior class, it has caused many warriors to die gladly
for the sake of their lord or of the nation. The spirit of self-sacrifice
is the vital force of our morality, and has manifested its power during
the present war most remarkably."
1 See Hibbert Journal for October 1905.

